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Open Access — a growing opportunity

There are many arguments in favour of Open Access to scholarly
publication in particular allowing a better appropriation of research by
practitioners and interested citizens.

In 2018, Open Access represented about 28% of total published
scientific articlest

While the cost of publication is widely studied?, there are not many
reports® on the value that open access to scholarly publication can bring.

The aim of this study is the analysis of the extra value that access to
fulltext brings to text mining tools.
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Figure 2. Fulltext vs. Abstract mentioning West African countries
Figure 3. Full text only Tag cloud

Conclusions

Based on the ebola litterature, this initial study exemplifies the extra value obtained when Textmining is applied to Fulltext rather than Abstracts only:

A much stronger classification power is obtained: it becomes possible to predict PubMed’s Textmined Terms.

The chronology of the 2014 outbreak is observed, and an increase in the number of articles dealing with ebola in West Africa is observed before the event.
By drawing a tag cloud of the TextMined terms that appear in the FullText only, it is possible to extract concepts that it would be interesting to investigate.

A more comprehensive study will be needed to assess more quantitatively these examples, and to see how these results generalize to other case studies.
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